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Figure 6.8. Continued

Decision-Making Organizer

Weeklong Reflection
Days 1–2: What kinds of digital texts do you encounter and how do you find them?
Today pay attention to what you encounter—on your phone, in your email, or on your computer. Complete the chart.

Short-, Mid-, or Long-form Name the digital text (e.g., tweet, 
text message, news article, ebook)

How did you encounter it?

(Add rows as needed)

Day 3: What makes you decide to read a digital text?
Today you should identify 2–4 digital texts that you considered reading.

What was the digital text? Did you read it? Why or why not?

(Add rows as needed)

Day 4: What distracts you from reading deeply?
As you read today, be mindful of distractions. When do you find yourself “lost” in your reading and truly engaged? 
When do you find yourself mindlessly scrolling?

Day 5: What is the value?
Identify one digital text that you encounter today. Ask yourself the following questions and reflect on your decision to 
read or discard this text:

	 •	 Where did this text come from?
	 •	 Why did I receive it?
	 •	 What value does this article have?
	 •	 What are my reading intentions?
	 •	 Do I have a specific purpose for reading this text?
	 •	 Will it be worth my time to read it?
	 •	 What might distract me from reading it deeply?
	 •	 Do the distractions matter in this moment?
	 •	 How will reading this text allow me to contribute to a larger conversation?

As an extension to this lesson, you can introduce students to the tools that we shared in Chapter 3, such as Clearly 
or Pocket, to help them think about how to eliminate clutter from their Web-based reading. Additionally, we strongly 
suggest that you have all students install an extension such as Adblock to eliminate banner ads and in-line ads. 

Permission is granted for classroom use.

gCh6-98-124-Turner.indd   113 2/5/15   3:35 PM




